
Monday 6th September 2021

Dear Parents and Carers

Quick Version of this letter
● Children return on Tuesday 7th September
● Children to arrive between 8:45am and 8:55am
● Children arriving after 8:55am will be late for school and miss valuable learning time
● Children need a water bottle with them
● School finishes at 3:15pm
● Children with COVID symptoms should not attend school
● Children will continue to wash hands frequently
● The school will continue to be cleaned throughout the day
● Rooms will continue to be well ventilated
● We will continue to have staggered break times and lunchtimes
● Children should not bring fidget toys or any other toy into school
● All stationery items will be provided by the school
● Staff will continue to wear masks in communal areas
● Breakfast club and Wednesday After school club are open to working parents with

no alternative child care
● Contact the school office asap if your child is going to be absent from school
● On Monday 6th September uniform will be available to buy from school between

10am and 12pm - cash only please

Welcome back to school!
We hope that you have had a lovely summer with your children.
We are looking forward to welcoming you all back to school on Tuesday 7th September
between 8:45am and 8:55am.

Change to our trust name
Over the summer break we have changed the name of the multi-academy trust that Oldfleet is a
part of,  from Yorkshire and the Humber Cooperative Learning Trust (YHCLT), to Thrive
Cooperative Learning Trust.  We wanted the multi-academy trust name - Thrive - to speak about
what we want for each pupil, each school, each member of staff and each community.  We want
them to Thrive, to reach their full potential.  You will soon start to see our new trust Thrive logo
appear on our website and letterheads.

A key part of thriving at the moment is learning to live with COVID and responding appropriately
when there are infections in school.  The government has given us their guidance and school
leaders and the Thrive Trust Board have met to decide sensible ways forward.



Key changes to how we are responding to COVID

The changes that are now in force across England are intended to make sure that we respond to COVID

in a proportionate way and that there is as little disruption to learning as possible.

● Close contacts of someone with COVID no longer need to isolate if they are fully vaccinated or

below the age of 18 years and 6 months. This means children now come to school if they are

close contacts.

● Children will not be in bubbles but will mix more freely, including at break times.

● Contact tracing will now be carried out by NHS Track and Trace - but our schools will keep

records as well to assist in this. Please continue to inform school if there is an infection in your

household and your child is a close contact.

● Staff will continue to wear face coverings in shared areas but not in classrooms.

● Remote learning at home can now only be authorised by the relevant Local Public Health official,

not the school (see ‘Outbreak Management Plan’ below).

Key things that are staying the same

● Continue good hygiene standards in school including rigorous hand washing and respiratory

hygiene (coughs, sneezes, tissues etc.)

● High quality cleaning including more frequent cleaning of frequently touched surfaces.

● Good ventilation in all rooms.

● Staff will be encouraged to continue twice-weekly lateral flow testing (reviewable by the end of

September).

● If staff or children test positive on a lateral flow test they will need to get a PCR test and isolate

while waiting for their results.

How we will respond if there is an infection in school

● We will let you know if there has been a positive COVID test of someone in a group your child

has been a member of.  This is so that you can be even more vigilant in noticing any possible

COVID symptoms.

● If there are 5 or more infections, or more than 10% of the school population, or community

infection rates are high, or there is a new variant of concern, or if the local NHS is under

unsustainable pressure then we will discuss with Local Public Health officials the need to move

to our Outbreak Management Plan.  If we do move to this plan we may revert to bubbles,

remote learning etc. but this will be at the instruction of Local Public Health and as a last resort.

You can find full details of the Outbreak Management Plan in the policies section of the school

website.

What you can do

● Please continue to inform school straightaway of any infection in your household and whether

your child is infected or a close contact of an infected person.

● Respond quickly to any request for information from NHS Track and Trace - this will ensure that

the school community gets the timely advice it needs.

● Book a PCR test as soon as a lateral flow test is positive, and keep school informed of the

outcome.

● Continue to follow the recommended hygiene guidance.



A soft start to the day
We will be operating a soft start to the school day which should also offer a calm start to the day.
Doors will be open to the children from 8:45am with the school day starting at 8:55am.
This gives a 10 minute window to drop off your child / children.  There will be an adult to greet
the children at their entrance and an adult waiting in their classroom to welcome them. See
below for the map of the school with entrances marked.
Children must be in school for 8:55am

End of the school day
The school day will end at 3:15pm for all children and they should be collected from the same
door that they use to enter the school. Please be aware that only children in Y5 and Y6 will
be able to walk to and from school unaccompanied. You will be sent a google form on
Monday to complete to give permission for them to walk to and from school on their own.

Mobile phones, toys, fidget toys and stationery
Children should not bring any toys into school including fidget toys.  Towards the end of term
last year children were bringing these into school and they were causing upset and arguments
as they were lost, broken or swapped.  Please leave them to be played with at home.
Everything that your child needs for learning will be provided by the school. Please leave pencil
cases at home to use for homework activities.
Mobile phones can only be brought into school if your child is in Y5 or Y6 and they are walking
to or from school alone. A permission form must be completed for this - these will be sent on
Monday if required. This will ensure that they can be monitored carefully by yourselves at home
and limit the risk of them being lost or broken.

Breakfast club and Wednesday After School Club
Initially, in September,  this will be open to working parents who are unable to make
alternative arrangements. As the term progresses we will open more widely.  We will keep you
updated.

Facemasks
Initially as we return to school, school staff will be wearing masks in communal spaces and
when speaking with parents.  We know that in public spaces now it is a personal choice whether
people wear a facemask.  We would like to politely request that if you are speaking with a
member of staff that you wear a facemask.

Attendance
All children need to be in school.  It is essential that if your child is absent from school because
they are unwell or have COVID symptoms that you contact the school on the first day of
absence to inform us of why they are not at school. We will follow up all absences with home
visits if we are unable to contact you.

There is a lot of information in this letter and we do apologise that it is rather instructional in
tone! We are very much looking forward to a settled year of enjoying learning and making
progress with your child, working in partnership together.
See below for term dates and the map of the school.
Yours sincerely

Julia Mitchell Pauline Robinson
Executive Headteacher Head of School



Term Dates

Fri 23rd July Last day of the Summer Term

Mon 6th Sept INSET Day - School closed to pupils

Tue 7th Sept Children return to school

Thur 21st Oct Close for the half term

Fri 22nd Oct INSET Day - School closed to pupils

Mon 1st Nov Children return to school

Fri 17th Dec Last day of the Autumn Term

Mon 3rd Jan 2022 Bank Holiday - School closed to pupils

Tue 4th Jan 2022 INSET Day - School closed to pupils

Wed 5th Jan 2022 Children return to school

Thur 17th Feb 2022 Close for half term

Fri 18th Feb 2022 INSET Day - School closed to pupils

Mon 28th Feb 2022 Children return to school

Fri 8th April 2022 Last day of the Spring Term

Mon 25th April 2022 INSET Day - School closed to pupils

Tue 26th April 2022 Children return to school

Mon 2nd May 2022 School closed for Bank Holiday

Fri 27th May 2022 Close for half term

Mon 6th Jun 2022 Children return to school

Fri 22nd Jul 2022 Last day of the Summer Term




